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WHAT IS THIS? 

THEBTTMLFT is a local’s lens into the arts, culture and 
culinary scene of Bennington county and the periphery of 

surrounding areas in NY and MA. No social media account, 

no comments, just information in a visceral, functional 

format. We’ve got everything we need here, let’s start 

acting like it.  

 

HOW DO I SUBMIT?  

Whether you’re a venue, artist (visual,  

musical, metaphysical), chef, hitman or freemason the 

process is the same: e-mail bottomleftvt@gmail.com with 
your submission to next week’s edition of THEBTTMLFT and 
one of our lackeys will respond within a day’s time. Be 

sure to include any/all relevant details pertaining to 

your submission. No submission = lack of inclusion in 

the communities only physical publication of art and 
culture so don’t screw it up (we shouldn’t have to 
track you down for free advertising, silly.) If you do 
decide to email, we’ll assume it’s cool to reach out to 

you down the line with questions and possible features 

in future publications. Deal? Deal.  

 

 

NOTE: The ASTERISK ‘*’ following an 

event listing denotes a community or 

venue submitted listing. The more *’s we 
see, the stronger BTTMLFT’s relationship 

with the community has become. 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Thursday 7/27/17  

‘That Strange’(groove, ambient) 11-1pm, South 
Street Cafe, Bennington * 
‘Mauritius’( Theatre), 2:00pm-4:00pm & 
7:30-9:30pm, Old Castle Theater, Bennington  

‘ Ken Swiatek’ (folk,Singer-songwriter), 
4:30-6:30pm, South Street Cafe * 
‘Matt & Crew’ (grunge covers), 7:00pm, Harvest 
Brewing, Bennington * 
“Cradle Switch” (folk, americana), 7pm, 
Halfmoon Public Library, Clifton Park * 
‘Avi Jacobs & Long Journey’ (folk), 8:00pm, The 
Chalet at Mass MoCA, North Adams 

 

Friday 7/28/17  

‘Beard & Glasses’ (acoustic, soul), 
7:00pm-10pm, The Copper Grouse, Manchester *  
‘Mauritius’( Theatre), 7:30-9:30pm, Old Castle 
Theater, Bennington  

“Cradle Switch’(acoustic, americana), 5:30pm, 
Roundhouse Cafe, Cambridge, NY 

‘Where the River Flows North Screening and 

Howard Frank Mosher Tribute’ (film screening 
with director Jay Craven)  7pm, $12, Bennington 
Center for the Arts, Bennington  

‘John Davis’,9:30pm, Kevin’s, N. Bennington * 
 

Saturday 7/29/17 

Bennington Farmers Market ft ‘Trio Cafe 

Budapest’  

(jazz, folk world) , 10:00am-1pm,  Bennington 
Train Station, Bennington 

‘Mauritius’( Theatre), 7:30-9:30pm, Old Castle 
Theater, Bennington  

‘Long Journey’ (folk), 7pm, $12,  Park 
McCullough Carriage Barn, North Bennington   

‘Jay Sager Trio’ (rock, funk), 9:30pm,  
JC’s Tavern, Bennington  

‘Ramfornikus’ (jazz, improv ), 8pm , Harvest 
Brewing, Benningto n *  
‘Sick of the Drive’ (rock) , 9:30pm, Kevin’s, 
N. Bennington * 
 

Sunday 7/30/17  

‘Chess Praxis’ (free lessons and play), 
8:30-10:30am, S. Street Cafe, Bennington *  
‘Banulis & Miller’ (Jazz), 11:00am-1:00pm, 
South Street Cafe, Bennington * 
‘Mauritius’( Theatre), 2:00pm-4:00pm, Old 
Castle Theater, Bennington  

 

Monday 7/31/17  

Open Mic, South Street Cafe, 4:30-6:30pm * 

 

Tuesday 8/1/17 

‘Cradle Switch’ (folk, americana), 7:15pm, 
Fire Feast on the Farm, Saratoga Springs * 
 

Wednesday 8/2/17 

‘Slow Pony’( banjo /accordian duo), 7:00pm, 
Wilburton Inn, Manchester  

‘Mauritius’( Theatre), 7:30pm, Old Castle 
Theater, Bennington  
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THE ART OF WEARING MANY HATS| 

An in depth interview with community organizer 

Michelle Marrocco 

 

If you’ve attended, 

volunteered or set foot 

in the town of 

Bennington on a busy 

weekend in the last few 

years there’s a pretty 

good chance Michelle 

Marrocco  had a hand in 

creating the community 

“vibe” you’ve enjoyed 

lately. As an employee of the Bennington County 

Regional Commision (BCRC), the acting 

chairperson for the Bennington Area Arts 

Council (BAAC), Interim program coordinator for 

Bennington Alliance for Community 

Transformation(ACT) and invested organizer in 

Bennington for the upcoming Bennington Arts 

Weekend-- we caught up with Michelle to put 

faces to names and abbreviations to ACTION.  

 

(BL) Hi, Michelle! Could you tell us a bit 

about yourself and what brought you to 

Bennington? 

 

(MM)I grew up about a half our north of Boston 
(small town called Dracut) and moved to North 

Adams three years ago for an arts 

administration internship at MASS MoCA. While 

I still live in North Adams, I started working 

in Bennington November, 2015 as an AmeriCorps 

VISTA (kind of like Peace Corps but in the 

States) with the Bennington County Regional 

Commission. After my year of service, I was 

hired on as staff at BCRC and stay because I 

get the opportunity to be part of all the 

exciting things happening in Bennington. In a 

big city, you don’t get the chance to work on 

big exciting projects until you’re much 

further along in your career. 

 

“.....I feel like artists 

were the original 

entrepreneurs.” 

  
(BL) Can you describe the work of BCRC in a bit 

of detail, and also expound on your role within 

the organization? Did you work in Bennington 

prior to serving this role? 

 

(MM) My official title at BCRC is Community & 
Economic Development Assistant, and under that 

large umbrella I wear many hats. Currently, 

I’m the Chair of the Bennington Area Arts 

Council. I’ve done some work in food systems. 

Additionally, I do some workforce development. 

Things like coordinating Career Week at Mount 

Anthony, planning the annual Sophomore Career 

Summit in partnership with the schools, Career 

Development Center, and the Department of 

Labor, as well as developing an internship 

program for Bennington County. I’ve been 

working with ACT (the Alliance for Community 

Transformations) since February as the Interim 

Program Coordinator. ACT is a coalition of 

community members acting together to prevent 

and delay first time substance use in youth 

with the intention of preventing addiction. 

And, finally, I do some work with the 

Lightning Jar and its efforts to create and 

support an entrepreneurial ecosystem in 

Bennington, which includes coordinating and 

acting as a project advocate with the Idea 

Fund (an even smaller organization that takes 

community investments and award small grants 

of less than $5,000 to local startups or 

individuals with ideas that will improve the 

community.) 

  

(BL) As the Chairperson for the Bennington Area 

Arts Council, what does your work look like 

right now? How regularly does BAAC meet? Is 

this open to the community, and how can the 

public interact with it? 

 

(MM) As the Chairperson, I’m doing a lot of 
the day to day work of the Arts Council. It’s 

a great group to work with as we tend to break 

into teams or committees to get things done. 

We’re still a young organization, so one of 

the committees I’m on has been developing and 

implementing a membership model. I’ve also 

been part of the Bennington Arts Weekend 

planning team. We have two meetings monthly 

and both are open to the public. One is our 

business meeting during which we tackle 

projects that further our mission of 

celebrating and supporting arts as an economic 

driver, and those meet the third Thursday of 

every month at noon (usually at the Bennington 

Downtown Alliance, 215 South Street). The 

other is our monthly mixer – it’s an 

opportunity for artists or those interested in 

the arts to get together, meet new people, and 

talk about their ideas. We have a lot of fun! 
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Those ones are usually towards the end of the 

month and you can find info about them on our 

Facebook page . 
  

(BL) Bennington Arts Weekend is coming on up. 

How would you describe your role in the 

planning/coordination of this event? What are a 

few things folks can look forward to? Are you 

looking for volunteers in any capacity? How can 

folks get involved? 

 

(MM) Yes, it is. This year’s Bennington Arts 
Weekend is Friday, August 4 through Sunday, 
August 6. A group of folks with interests in 
the arts including the Chamber, Four Corners 

North, the Bennington Downtown Alliance, Craft 

Producers, and the Arts Council have been 

meeting monthly for maybe six months now to 

bring this event together. This year, I’m 

really excited to say that BAAC partnered with 

the Craft Producers to award two local artists 

vendor space at the Southern Vermont Art & 

Craft Festival during the weekend. We’ll also 

have featured downtown events including 

Oldcastle Theatre’s performance of Mauritius, 
an open house with spirits tasting at the 

Bennington Center for the Arts on Saturday, 

and we’re still working on putting together 

some outdoor music Sunday afternoon. If folks 
are looking to volunteer, we need some 

enthusiastic and friendly Benningtonians at our 

info booth at the Art & Craft Festival – folks 

who know where to go and what to do in 

Bennington and can give directions. Anyone 

interested can send an email to 

BenningtonAreaArtsCouncil@gmail.com! 
  

(BL)You mentioned many of the guiding hands 

involved in the development/planning process of 

the Bennington Arts Weekend, among others Four 

Corners North, Bennington Downtown Alliance, 

The Bennington Chamber of Commerce.  How do 

these groups intersect in the event-organizing 

process? What is the typical timeline 

associated with pulling something of this 

magnitude together? 

 

(MM) We usually start full-swing about six 
months out, but there’s some prep before that 

and some follow up after the event every year 

as well, so probably more like eight months 

total. The Chamber tends to handle a lot of 

the coordination of who is in charge of which 

tasks and together with Four Corners North 

take on much of the marketing push. The Craft 

Producers are in charge of the Southern 

Vermont Art & Craft Festival – they do these 

festivals across the state. Every year 

Bennington Potters generously donates items to 

be distributed as vendor gifts – this year, 

it’s this really beautiful bowl. The Downtown 

Alliance graciously puts together the vendor 

welcome party that brings folks selling their 

work from the festival downtown and into 

downtown businesses. Of course, there’s the 

Brew Festival downtown on Saturday, and the 

Arts Council coordinates with artists and 

local artsy folk increase the visibility of 

our local arts. This year, that means we put 

out a Call for Artists to sell their wares at 

the festival and a highlighted event per day. 

  

(BL) Simply based on your involvement with BCRC 

and the arts council, it seems like you keep 

really busy in/around the area. Any other 

projects you're involved with outside of the 

above that folks should know about?  

 

(MM) I’m currently in the middle of 
coordinating Harvest for Kids  with a few other 
community members. Many of the children living 

in the Southshire rely on school provided 

breakfast and lunch and/or summer meal 

programs and, due to construction on the 

schools, there will be a gap between summer 

meals and the start of school. Harvest for 

Kids is our attempt to meet this need through 

a sense of community. Businesses and community 

members have taken up the challenge to raise 

money so that our local food shelves and 

distribution centers can provide extra food to 

families with children during the month of 

August. 

 

 

“Bennington is gaining 

national recognition as an 

arts community, and that 

is so exciting.” 

 

 

(BL) Can you talk a bit about the scope of 
projects you've had a hand in around Bennington 

over the last year? Any especially notable 

moments? Anecdotes or projects you're 

particularly proud of? 
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(MM) A lot of the work I do is capacity 
building – helping folks get their good ideas 

off the ground. I’m really enjoying the 

entrepreneurial stuff I’m working on right 

now. I have a background in music, and I feel 

like artists were the original entrepreneurs. 

As a whole, I’m really proud of my work with 

the Arts Council. In the past year, the group 

has really come together and gained some 

traction. Bennington is gaining national 

recognition as an arts community, and that 

is so exciting. 

 

(BL) What does a great weekend for you look 
like in/around Bennington? Hot spots, 

foods, day hikes-- anything local (within a 

half hours drive or so) you'd recommend?  

 

(MM) Good question. While I haven’t been 
riding as much as I’d like to recently, 

I’ve been dying to ride my bike from 

Bennington to Manchester. I’ve heard it’s 

really lovely (I think you take 7A to 

avoid the major roads). I’m a sucker for a 

café and/or bookshop, so I have to say the 

Bennington Bookshop The owners are so 

lovely, and I love how relevant their 

displays are all the time. Otherwise, I’m 

likely playing my violin. A few friends 

and I started getting together to play and 

sing this year and are currently exploring 

what our sound can be. There are a lot of 

opportunities to play in and around 

Bennington but we haven’t quite worked up 

the nerve yet. 

  
(BL)  Anything else you'd like to mention 

pertaining to Bennington Arts Weekend?  

 

(MM) There are a lot of local arts events and 
activities happening around town. As always, 

you can find artwork on display and live music 

at many of the restaurants, bars, and cafes. 

Check out special events happening all 

Bennington Arts Weekend on the Chamber’s 

calendar ( www.bennington.com/calendar)  or at 
the Art Council’s website 

( www.BenningtonAreaArtsCouncil.org) , and come 
visit BAAC up at info booth during the Art & 

Craft Festival. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“IT’S TOO DAMN HOT OUT HERE” 

...a crossword with helpful suggestions for 

pushing through that summer swelter. 

 

 

 

 

ACROSS 

3 High elevation H20 with Yak Rentals (1 Word) 
6 Pownal swimming sanctuary (1 Word) 
7 Warhammer hostel of Main St. (2 Words) 
8 North B Beach, totally not a pond (2 Words) 
10 Iced mocha market with Moto Motif (2 Words)  

 

 

DOWN 

1 Shaftsbury ice cream haven (2 Words) 
2 Dart board and dank draft speakeasy (2 
Words) 

4 Benn. Museum Matriarch on display (1 Word) 
5 Silver screen Sanctuary with AC (2 Words) 
9 HolyCow’s key concoction  
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